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Safety Checklist 
(Safety Environment Assessment for Foster Care)

Indoors

	 The home is fireproof: with electric cords in good condition, adequate heavy wiring, basement and attic free 
from oily rags and accumulated papers.

	 The home is equipped with working smoke detectors.

	 A fire extinguisher is working and easily accessible.

	 The radiators, hot water pipes and fireplace are covered so children will not be burned.

	 The thermostat on the hot water tank is set so boiling water does not come out of the taps.

	 Unused electrical outlets have plastic outlet covers.

	 All exits are free of any obstacles or clutter.

	 The stairs are built securely and protected by guards or railings, free of objects and well lighted.

	 Window screens are fastened securely to prevent a small child from falling out of the window.

	 Matches are stored in a place inaccessible to children.

	 All medicines are clearly labelled and stored in a locked container.

	 Knives, scissors, and other sharp objects are kept out of reach.

	 Electric tools are kept in a safe place.

	 Pins, needles, and other sharp objects are kept out of reach of young children.

	 All weapons including firearms, BB guns, pellet guns, sport and hunting knifes, cross bows and bows and 
arrows are kept in a locked facility, separate from any ammunition. All firearms are trigger locked.

	 All TVs, VCRs, computers, projectors, etc. are secured on stands that ensure no tipping or collapse.

	 The handles of pots are turned away from the edge of the stove and out of reach of children.

	 Cleaning agents are stored in original containers and kept out of reach of children.

	 The crib meets the current standards for safety. If in doubt, check with the child’s caseworker or your foster 
care worker.

	 Playpens meet standards and are the fine mesh type.
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	 Toys are safe (lead-free paints, no removable parts or sharp edges for small children.)

	 There are no poisonous plants indoors.

Outdoors

	 The yard is fenced to provide protection from the street for young children.

	 Equipment, such as lawn mowers and snow blowers, are inaccessible to young children.

	 Garden tools are stored in a safe place.

	 There is a safe place for pesticides and chemicals.

	 The garage is kept locked if it contains equipment or chemicals dangerous to children.

	 There are no pets that could injure a child.

	 Poisonous plants are removed from play area.

	 The play area is free of litter and sharp objects.

	 All play equipment such as swings, slides, climbing equipment and seesaws are in good repair.

	 If there is a swimming pool and/or hot tub, children are supervised when using it and not left unattended.

Farm/Acreages

	 The farmyard is free of debris, glass, old cars, appliances, garbage, etc.

	 If there is a dugout, well, hole, pond, slough, or septic tank on the farm, they are fenced or in some way barred 
from small children.

	 The machinery has guards around the belts and chains.

	 Supervision is provided when children are around farm machinery, such as tractors, trucks, or augers.

	 Proper caution is taken when children are around livestock.

	 Keys are to be taken out of machinery, vehicles, and snowmobiles when not in use.

	 The workshop is inaccessible to children or kept locked.

	 Caution is taken when using and storing fertilizers, chemicals, and sprays.

	 Medications and other treatments for farm animals are inaccessible to children.

	 All out-building are locked and secured.
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General

	 The family practices fire drills.

	 A first aid kit is available.

	 There is a list of emergency telephone numbers handy.

	 If needed, there is a medical alert unit available.

	 The family practices universal precautions.

	 Confidential records are stored in a secure place.

	 Rear-facing car seats for zero to 20 lb (9 kg) children.

	 Car seats with tether and bolt for 20-40 lb (9 kg-18 kg) children.
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Notes


