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PURPOSE:
The Youth Secretariat will demonstrate a commitment to:

· ensuring the youth voice is reflected in the work of the Alberta Government; 
· increasing the number of opportunities youth have to contribute to social policy;

· supporting Alberta's children and youth to reach their potential;
· listening, understanding and responding to young people’s needs; and
· promoting promising practices in youth engagement.
OBJECTIVES:
The objectives of the Youth Secretariat are to:

· Act as the conduit between its Youth Advisory Panel and the Minister of Human Services.

· Research emergent youth trends, challenges, successes and innovative work that contributes to the well being of Alberta’s children, youth and families.

· Actively engage the Youth Advisory Panel on issues specific to youth at risk to ensure that current initiatives, new programs and legislation is reflective and responsive to the needs of Alberta’s children, youth and families.   

· Serve as a voice for the youth in Alberta within the Alberta Government.
CHAIR:

· The Minister of Human Services, pursuant to Section 7 of the Government Organization Act, appoints the Chair of the Youth Secretariat.
· The current Chair, Teresa Woo-Paw, MLA for Calgary – Mackay, was appointed in October 2011.    
ROLE OF THE YOUTH SECRETARIAT YOUTH ADVISORY PANEL
The Youth Advisory Panel is comprised of 16 to 18 youth from around Alberta, ranging in age from 15 to 22.  Each panel member will serve a one-year term.  Panel members will represent a variety of backgrounds and experiences including members who are Aboriginal, as well as members who have received intervention services.  The Panel will also represent both rural and urban perspectives. Youth Secretariat staff will facilitate the panel. 

The Youth Advisory Panel will operate in a collaborative environment that:

· is safe, open and creative;

· demonstrates trust and respect for the opinions of others; and

· is committed to the participation and contribution necessary to achieve positive outcomes for children, youth and families.

REVIEW OF TERMS OF REFERENCE:
The Terms of Reference will be reviewed annually to ensure relevance to ongoing work of the Youth Secretariat.

